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THE SEWERAGE  OF SEA  COAST TOWNS.
circumstances are such that the sewage can safely be
discharged at low water, and the works are to be con-
structed accordingly, it is most important to have
accurate information as to the level of the highest low
water which may occur in any ordinary circum-
stances. If the level of a single low water, given by a
casual observation, is adopted without consideration of
the governing conditions, it may easily be that the tide
in question is a low one, that may not be repeated for
several years, and the result would be that, instead
of having a free outlet at low water, the pipe would
generally be submerged, and its discharging capacity
very greatly reduced.
The run of the currents will probably differ at each
of the points under consideration, so that if one point
were selected the best result would be obtained by dis-
charging the sewage at high water and at another point
at low water, whereas at a third point the results would
show that to discharge there would not be satisfactory
at any stage of the tide unless the sewage were first
partially or even wholly purified. If these results are
considered in conjunction with the levels of the sewers
definite alternative schemes, each of which would work
satisfactory may be evolved, and after settling them
in rough outline, comparative approximate estimates
should be prepared, when a final scheme may be decided
upon which, while giving the most efficient result at the
minimum cost, will not arouse sentimental objections
to a greater extent than is inherent to all schemes of
sewage disposal.
Having thus selected the exact position of the out-
fall, the current observations from that point should be
completed, so that the engineer may be in a position
to state definitely the course which would be taken by
sewage if discharged under any conditions of time or
tide. This information is not particularly wanted by
the engineer, but the scheme will have to receive the
sanction of the Local Government Board or of Parlia-
ment, and probably considerable opposition will be
raised by interested parties, which must be met at all
points and overcome. In addition to this, it may be
possible, and necessary, when heavy rain occurs, to
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